[11:8 A] 


[B] 


[C] 


[D] 


[E] 


is not its appropriate place [in the Torah]. [That is, the right place for 
the opening sentence of the second paragraph of the parchment in the 
Torah is not immediately fol lowing the Shema. It is in a different 
location. The difference then is preserved here.]” 


[D] [Explaining the references to open and closed above:] If [the 
second paragraph] is open at the start [but on the same line as the 
last words of the Shema,] this is regarded as closed. 


[E] If it is open at the end [in that a new line is started at the top, but 
the only open space on a Line then occurs at the end of the 
paragraph, ] this is regarded as open. 


[F] If it is open both at the start and at the end [in that the scribe left 
only a little space between the Shema and the next paragraph but 
began the second paragraph on the same Line, and so too at the end 
of the second paragraph and beginning of the third], that is 
regarded as closed. 


[If, in writing a Torah scroll,] one erred and omitted a verse of 
Scripture, if two or three Lines are involved, one repairs it and uses the 
scroll for public reading. If there are four, one does not use the scroll 
for public reading. 


R. Zeirah in the name of R. Hananel, “Also in the case of a tear the 
rule is the same. [If there is a tear through three Lines, one may repair 
the tear and use the scroll.]” 


It has been taught: A Torah scroll in which there are two or three 
errors in every column of words — one repairs it and uses it for public 
reading. If there are four, one may not use it for public reading. 


And has it not been taught: A scroll of the Torah in which there are as 
many as eighty-five errors, as in the pericope that follows, one repairs 
the errors and reads in the scroll in public. The pericope is this: “And 
whenever the ark set out, Moses said, “Arise, O Lord, and let thy 
energies be scattered; and kt them that hate thee flee before 

thee’ (Num. 10:35).” 


Said R. Shimi, “The latter ruling speaks of a large scroll, and the 
former, a small one. [The large consists of the entire Pentateuch, the 
small, a single book of the Pentateuch.]” 


[F] R. Zeirah in the name of R. Hananel: “If one found in a scroll a 
complete column which is whole, it affords protection for the 
entire scroll [which then may be corrected and used].” 


